Two new species of Phanerochaete are described, viz., P irpicoides Hjortstam (Brazil) and P tuberculascens Hjortstam (Africa, Burundi). A brief generic description, a checklist and a key to accepted species from subtropical and tropical area are provided.
Introduction
Phanerochaete is still a necessary and convenient generic arrangement for many effused species of corticioid fungi without clamp-connections, whether these species have cystidial elements or not. Undoubtedly it is not a natural group and the genus will certainly be split in the future when DNA tests have been performed. As currently defined, Phanerochaete contains about 70 species, exclusive of Phlebiopsis Jiilich (with about 10 species) and Scopuloides (Massee) of which 50 are known from subtropical and tropical areas. Species of Phlebiopsis and Scopuloides have not been included in the key (below). For distribution of these species see Hjortstam and Larsson (1995 Basidiomes generally large and conspicuous, resupinate, sometimes strongly attached to the substratum, but more commonly easily detachable. Hymenophore smooth, though often pilose from protruding cystidia, more rarely ornamented. Colour varying from white to yellow or even reddish or brownish. Some species are discoloured with KOH, turning yellow, green, orange or red. Subiculum generally well developed, mainly whitish or yellowish, rarely red or brownish. Mycelial strands (cords) often present, whitish or yellowish or reddish. Hypha! system monomitic; hyphae without clamp-connections, but often with scattered single or multiple clamp-connections, mainly hyaline or yellowish, rarely brownish, thin-walled or in many cases with thickened walls or firm-walled. Cystidia present or absent, subulate to obtuse, smooth or encrusted, thinwalled or in some cases firm-walled. Basidia more or less clavate, often in a rather dense palisade, with four sterigmata and without a basal clampconnection. Spores smooth, thin-walled, globoid to ellipsoid or cylindric, rarely allantoid, mainly between 4-7 11m long, inamy loid, indextrinoid and acyanophilous. (K, 0) .
Basidiome resupinate, effused, closely adnate but loosening slightly at the margin, 0.1-0.4 mm thick, usually stratified. Hymenophore smooth or moderately tuberculate, pale yellowish or (particularly with age or in the herbarium) reddish brown. Margin abrupt or thinning out, not or slightly fibrillose. Subiculum more or less distinct, paler than the fertile part. Cords absent. Hyphal system monomitic; basal hyphae distinct, more or less parallel and densely arranged, smooth, thin-walled or those next to the substratum with slight wall thickening or with slight wall thickening, 5-8 f.lm wide, hyaline to pale yellowish, without or with occasional clamp-connexions; subhymenial hyphae narrower, 3-5 f.lm wide, without clamp-connexions. Cystidia absent. Basidia clavate, when fully developed sinuous or constricted, arranged in a rather dense layer, 40-50 x 6-7 f.lm, with four sterigmata and without a basal clamp-connexion. Spores sub globose, smooth, thin-walled (in KOH slightly thickwalled), hyaline, (5-)5 .5-6.5( -7) 
